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his daughter in marriage to that person who attend on him at the time of his
death. The relatives of the girl repudiated this statement but the deity of
Gopala of Gokul Brindavan came in the attire of a human and took the girl
in marriage after fulfilling the desire of the Brahmin and thereafter the deity
Gopala stayed here with all glory and he struck a line with his ring and
created the river. Thus he is being worshiped by the people. There are
about hundred houses of Brahmins belonging to the country 'Mathsya.' The
deity here is offered a cake made out of flour but not rice meal directly.
list to 26th June, 1831
We got up early on the morning of Tuesday the twenty-first at four
and arrived at the great pilgrimage centre Jagannatham (Puri) by an hour
after sunrise. It is ten miles from this place and there is a road. Four
miles away from this sacred place the tomb of the great Saint Tulsidas is
situated from which place the wheel on the top of the idol shrine at Jaganna-
tham can be seen. One should give alms according to one's means to the
local people and then see the top. I entered the sacred place through
Atharanalaghat where the tax collecting post is situated. One has to pay
according to the number of people that go and collect receipt here before
proceeding further.
According to the legend of the day the place where this great pilgri-
mage of Lord Jagannath is situated now, was in the midst of a great forest
known as Dandakaranya and there was a mountain known as Niladri.
Neelamadhavaswami was the deity there, worshipped by the tribal people.
At that time Maharaja Indradyumna of a far off country came to know of the
greatness of this deity and the sacredity of the place. He sent a Brahmin to
check up whether it was a fact or not. The deity it appears told the tribals
long time back that it would leave them at a time when a Brahmin pays
homage to him. So3 fearing that if he went there with his true identity
the tribals would trouble him, the Brahmin went there disguised. As women
are endowed with the powers of sorcery and as they are the main cause for
the quarrels between men due to lust and anger, this Brahmin won over
the daughter of the tribal chief, saw the idol of Neelamadhavaswamy
and went back to tell his King about it. In the meantime the idol of
Neelamadhavaswamy vanished due to the high tide in the sea and its power
entered into three half burnt wooden idols of Balabhadra, Krishna, Subhadra
which were lying on the seashore near Chakra Tirtha. On hearing this the tribals
took those three wooden idols which were in the shape of drums (mridangam)
hung them round their necks and brought them back with prayers to the Lord. By
that time Indradyumna had come to this place to pay his homage to the deity
Neelamadhavaswamy but as the deity vanished he went into the forest and did
long penance and tqok a vow from the Lord that he would come and stay at that
place again. Then the King got the buildings that are there now, constructed
and again went into penance and in the meantime these buildings went into
the possession of some enemy Kings. After capturing the buildings and the three